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Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Sept. 6 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a 
Supplemental Budget Request To Support Comprehensive Response and 
Recovery Efforts After Hurricane Charley 
September 6, 2004 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
On August 27th, I announced that I 

would submit a supplemental request to the 
Congress of approximately $2 billion to pay 
for comprehensive response and recovery 
efforts after Hurricane Charley. This was 
in addition to response and recovery efforts 
being undertaken by federal government 
agencies using existing resources and pro-
grams.

Because of the severity and timing of 
Hurricane Frances, I ask the Congress to 
consider expeditiously the enclosed request, 
totaling $2.0 billion, for an emergency FY 
2004 supplemental appropriation for the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

I hereby designate this proposal in the 
amount requested herein as an emergency 
requirement. This request responds to ur-
gent needs associated with Hurricanes 
Charley and Frances in Florida and other 

affected areas, and will enable the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency to re-
spond to additional disasters should they 
occur.

The enclosed request requires immediate 
action by the Congress to ensure that the 
immediate response efforts to these recent 
disasters continue uninterrupted. I antici-
pate making a further request in the com-
ing days that will provide for a comprehen-
sive response and recovery effort addressing 
the impact of both of these hurricanes. In 
addition, federal government agencies will 
continue their response and recovery efforts 
using existing resources and programs. 

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

Remarks in Poplar Bluff, Missouri 
September 6, 2004 

The President. Thank you all. Thanks for 
coming. I’m glad to be here celebrating 
Labor Day with you. It’s good to be in 
a part of the world where the cowboy hats 
outnumber the ties. Thanks for coming. 
You know, you might have heard I got an 
interesting invitation to come here to Pop-
lar Bluff, Missouri. I get a lot of invitations. 
I’ve never gotten one with 10,000 signa-
tures on it. But I was somewhat surprised 
when we choppered over here, because it 
looks like there’s a lot more people than 
10,000 that have come today. 

Thanks for coming. Thanks for having 
me. It’s a beautiful part of the world. Peo-

ple are good people here. I’m proud to 
be here to ask for your vote. You sure 
know how to make a President feel wel-
come.

And I know you will join me in wishing 
President Clinton the very best wishes in 
the recovery from his surgery. His surgery 
went well, which is good news. And we 
just pray for a speedy recovery for the 
former President. 

My one regret today is I wish Laura were 
here to see the size of this crowd. You 
know, she was a public school librarian 
when I asked her to marry me. She was 
working at an elementary school, and she 
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